Herbert Rowse Armstrong,
Sir H. Curtis Bennett
August it was not a purchase by Major Armstrong at all of weed-
killer, but a purchase by his gardener, and the whole of the pur-
chase made on the 4th August had been used by the gardener
excepting a small tin. It may be interesting to sec whether during
the course of this case evidence will have come out which will have
somewhat altered the way the case had to be presented to you.
The case I have presented to you to-day you well know is the
one I presented to you on Monday morning. The case I have pre-
sented to you to-day is not altered one scrap or one iota from the
case T presented to you on Monday morning. I wonder if the
Attorney-General will make a point about Major Armstrong getting
his wife away? The Attorney General said, " Of course, he wanted
to get his wife away, and not on leave, for if she wore on leave the
authorities would be making inquiry if she died in the institution,
into her death." Nothing of the sort. All that Dr. Townsend
would have wanted to know was that a medical man had attended
the deceased, and would be able to give a certificate.
Now 1 am going very quickly over the time between the 22nd
January and the 16th February, because the only importance of
that period of time which affects us is when Major Armstrong on
the 6th February called on Dr. Hineks and said, *' Keep your eye
on my wife and see how she is getting on."    You are now within
a few days of the 16th February, and can there be any doubt that
Mrs. Armstrong had in her mind suicide?    She was talking of
suicide   to  Nurse   Kinsey, and   as   long   as   six   months  before
Mr. Chevalier formed the opinion that she was likely to commit
suicide.      It  is  no  stretch  of  imagination  here  if  you accept
the case for the defence, but it will be a very large stretch of
imagination if you accept the case for the prosecution,   I am
not    coming   here    and    putting    this    case    before    you   a&
that    of    a   strong-minded,    strong-willed    person    who    never
showed     any     symptoms     of     suicide,     but    the   history   of
the case shows that you are dealing with a woman who was at
this time off her head,  and who, instead of being a woman of
strong mind, had just come out of an asylum and was at this
time talking  of suicide.      Where  is  there anything to  wonder
at that sh© did on the 16th February in fact commit suicide?
There would be a great deal to wonder at if Major Armstrong
had been trying to poison her.    It would be against all the facts
surrounding the evidence of the case, and against all the theory
given by the different witnesses of the affection between them—
it would be against his calling in the doctor and against the care
he was taking of her.    All those things are never consistent with
his having poisoned her, but in my submission the whole history
of this case gets Her info a position in which she was likely to
commit suicide.     You have to rely, as Dr. Ainslie said to-day,
upon two directly contrary accounts of those last few days.   You
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